
Antacid, produced in 
Seguin, helps fight 

deadly diarrhea. 
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 SEGUIN — The first bottles of a new over-

the-counter liquid antacid being produced at a plant 
here will soon be on their way to an African 
orphanage.  

Clear Relief, a new medicine from a small 
San Antonio company, Vital Needs International, is 
being produced at Pure and Gentle Inc. in Seguin.  

PGI agreed to make the first 10,000 bottles at 
cost, and Vital Aid Technologies, the charitable arm of 
Vital Needs, will ship the medicine to Orphans 
Unlimited in Mozambique.  

Clear Relief, though produced as an antacid, 
helps eliminate gastrointestinal problems, including 
severe diarrhea.  

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention estimates that every day worldwide, 11,000 
people, mostly children, die from diarrhea and its 
related symptoms.  

"It's exciting to help, in our small way, to 
bring health and happiness to the children of Africa," 
said PGI President John Blount.  

 

 
 
 
 
Debra Tengler, director of Vital Aid 

Technologies, said "diarrhea in young people can be a 
life-threatening condition in Africa, and our product, 
Clear Relief, resolves symptoms, usually within 24 
hours."  

Clear Relief is similar to Pepto-Bismol and 
other liquid antacids. The clear liquid is given in 
smaller doses — just a teaspoon instead of two or three 
tablespoons.  

"It's a very exciting product for us, and it is 
being made here in Seguin," said Rich Ronald, VNI 
senior vice president.  

Orphans Unlimited serves some of the most 
remote parts of northern Mozambique, providing food, 
medical support, clothing and Christian education to 
more than 2,000 children.  
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Cherie Franklin packages bottles of Clear Relief, which is 
designed to help gastrointestinal problems, at Pure and 
Gentle, Inc. in Seguin. 


